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42 Years of Open Books Open Minds

Greetings and welcome to the 2026 Florida Literacy Conference! We are honored to have you join us.
This conference is a time to reconnect with colleagues, share ideas, and celebrate the incredible work
happening in adult education and literacy across Florida.

With more than sixty workshops and special sessions, this year’s program reflects the ingenuity,
expertise and dedication of our field. Together, we recognize the essential role that educators and
program leaders play in opening doors to opportunity and empowering Floridians through adult
education and literacy.

The Florida Literacy Coalition (FLC) extends its sincere appreciation to everyone who helped make
this conference possible. We are especially grateful to our Conference Planning Committee, presenters,
and the dedicated FLC staff, board members, and volunteers. We are also deeply grateful to our
sponsors for their generous support.

We encourage you to visit our exhibitors to explore resources and tools that can strengthen your
programs. Whether this is your first time attending or you are a longtime participant, we are committed
to ensuring your experience is meaningful and rewarding.

Gregory Smith
Executive Director
Florida Literacy Coalition

“An investment in knowledge pays the best interest.”
- Benjamin Franklin






About the Florida Literacy Coalition

Established in 1985, The Florida Literacy Coalition (FLC) promotes,

supports and advocates for the delivery of quality adult and family literacy
services in the state of Florida. As a statewide umbrella literacy organization
and the host of Florida’s Adult and Family Literacy Resource Center, FLC
provides a range of services to support more than 250 adult education,
literacy and family literacy providers throughout Florida. Special emphasis is
placed on assisting community based literacy organizations with their training
and program development needs.

Our Services:

Florida Literacy Conference

One of Florida’s premier literacy events, this three-day annual conference,
offers a wide range of training and networking opportunities to literacy
practitioners and volunteers.

Training and Technical Assistance

FLC offers professional development opportunities that provide literacy
practitioners and volunteers with tools and resources to enhance program
quality. Focus areas include program management, planning, curriculum
development, marketing, fundraising, board development and volunteer
tutor training.

Literacy Promotion and Toll Free Literacy Hotline

FLC promotes reading and raises awareness about literacy issues in
Florida. A trained referral specialist provides on-call information about
education programs and volunteer opportunities in communities throughout
the state.

Networking and Communications

FLC promotes and facilitates information sharing, networking and
collaborative programming among literacy providers through services
such as moderated discussion lists, the Florida Literacy Directory and
Resource Guide and targeted technical assistance in developing
regional literacy coalitions.

Publications and Resources

Board of Directors
Governing Board:

Jan Setzekorn, President
Read Pinellas

Ann Breidenstein
Learn to Read St. Johns County

Chris Catania
Wells Fargo

Heidi Curtis, Treasurer
Florida Blue Foundation

Alison Hoefler

Coalition Staff

Greg Smith
Executive Director

Jannellie Rivera
Resource & Communication Specialist

Marisela Juarez
Education & Training Coordinator

Dana Williams
ESOL Project Coordinator

Susan Chapman
Bookkeeper

Ana Chust Puchades
Work Study Assistant

FLC provides a wide range of free reference and outreach materials, serving as a clearinghouse for the distribution of

quality resource materials for literacy instructors and administrators.

Florida Health Literacy Initiative

The Florida Health Literacy Initiative, funded by the Florida Blue Foundation and operated by FLC, provides grants,
professional development and technical assistance in support of quality health literacy programs. This initiative combines
ESOL instruction and health education in a multi-disciplinary approach that teaches English to adults and families while
helping these individuals acquire skills and knowledge to make informed choices regarding their health and nutrition.

Florida Financial Literacy Initiative

This initiative, funded by Wells Fargo and operated by FLC, provides grants, professional development and technical
assistance to support incorporating much needed financial education into adult education programs.

Florida Family Literacy Initiative

Made possible through the support of the Kislak Family Foundation, this initiative provides resources and grants to help
Florida schools and educational programs to establish or expand upon family literacy programs in their community.

Online English Conversation Classes

Supported by the Kislak Family Foundation, this multi-organization collaboration provides Florida adult learners with
opportunities to practice and improve their English through free online conversation classes.

Advocacy

FLC serves as an advocate for community-based literacy programs and quality literacy services statewide.
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Schedule at a Glance

Wednesday, May 6

8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
8:30 a.m. - 9:20 a.m.
9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
11:15a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
12:30 p.m. - 2:15 p.m.
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.
2:15 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.
4:00 p.m. - 5:15 p.m.
5:15 p.m. - 5:30 p.m.
5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

Thursday, May 7

8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
11:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m.
2:45 p.m. - 3:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Friday, May 8

8:00 a.m.-11:30 a.m.
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
8:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m.
10:00 a.m. - 11:15 a.m.
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Registration Open

Exhibits Open

Adult Learner Orientation

Opening General Session
Concurrent Sessions

Lunch and Time to Visit Exhibitors
Florida Literacy Coalition Annual Meeting
Concurrent Sessions

Extended Break with Exhibitors
Concurrent Sessions

Time to Visit Exhibitors

Dinner on Your Own

Opening Reception

Registration Open

Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors
Exhibits Open

Concurrent Sessions

Concurrent Sessions

Lunch on Your Own and Time to Visit Exhibitors

Concurrent Sessions

Extended Break with Exhibitors and Silent Auction Closes

Concurrent Sessions

Registration Open
Continental Breakfast
Concurrent Sessions
Concurrent Sessions
Closing General Session & Florida Literacy Awards Luncheon




Sessions at a Glance

Wednesday, May 6, 2026

11:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.

Financial Foundations: Budgeting, Credit, and Wealth Building
for Adult Learners - Desoto

+ Small Wins: A Productivity Mindset for Today’s Students - Cortez

+ Countdown to CASAS GOALS 2.0 - The Courtyard Room

+ The Partnership Advantage: Expanding Possibilities in Adult
Education - El Moro A

+ Hack ESOL Teaching with Al - EL Moro B (Computer Lab)

+ Future Ready or Left Behind? Rethinking Education for the
Workforce of Tomorrow - La Paloma A

+ A Week in the Class of a Pre-IET Business Teacher -
La Paloma B
» The Learner is the Point - La Fontana

1:00 p.m. to 2:00 p.m.

+ FLC Annual Meeting (Optional) -
El Nuevo Ballroom (Serra and Coronado)

2:15 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.

+ Develop Learning Strategies to Achieve Academic Success -
Desoto

+ Adult Learner Experience - Cortez

+ Adult Literacy in Action: An Integration of Structured Program
and Effective Teaching Practices - The Courtyard Room

+ Tools and Resources to Help Your Students Pass the GED®
Math Test - El Moro A

+ Al Lesson Revival: Using NotebookLM to Refresh, Reteach, and
Reimagine Your Lessons - El Moro B (Computer Lab)

+ Integrating Literacy, Workforce, and Human Services Systems -
La Paloma A

+ How to Fundraise Through Social Media Storytelling -
La Paloma B

+ Fostering Health and Financial Literacy with Intermediate ESOL
Students - La Fontana

4:00 p.m. to 5:15 p.m.

» The Journey to Adult Literacy - Desoto

- Data-Driven Persistence: Bridging the Retention Gap in Adult
Ed - Cortez

+ What You Need to Know to Teach Civics - El Moro A

+ From Planning to Practice: Al Tools for Adult ESOL -
El Moro B (Computer Lab)

+ What's the Big Deal about Little Habits? - La Paloma A

+ Adding Love to Your Lessons - La Paloma B

+ Expanding Impact: An Introduction to FLC’s Health, Financial,
and Family Literacy Grant Initiatives - La Fontana

ThursdaL Mal 7,2026
9:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m.

* FDOE Update - EI Nuevo Ballroom (Serra and Coronado)

* Beyond the Bookshelf: Reading and Rising Together - Cortez

* Use of Inmate Education Workers (IEW) to Facilitate Small
Group Instruction - El Moro A

* A Face for Radio, a Voice for Print: Episode Il -
El Moro B (Computer Lab)

+ Setting ESOL Students Up for Success through Virtual Support
Systems - The Courtyard Room

10:30 a.m. to 11:45 a.m.
+ Engaging Economics and Financial Literacy: Practical Activities
for Educators - Desoto

+ Library Literacy Programming in the Florida Department of
Correction - Cortez

+ Teaching for Tomorrow: Future Ready Skills in the English
Classroom - El Moro A

» You're Not Teaching Alone: How IPDAE Supports Adult Literacy
Classrooms Across Florida - EI Moro B (Computer Lab)

+ Implementation Framework: Driving Student Success and SOR
Investment Returns - La Paloma A

+ GED® Testing Program Update - La Paloma B

» The Road Ahead: How Al is Reshaping Adult Education and
Literacy - La Fontana

1:30 p.m. to 2:45 p.m.

+ Putting It All Together: Aligning Learning, Curriculum
Frameworks, and Assessment - Desoto

+ Turning Vulnerability into Our Greatest Tool in the Learning
Process - Cortez

» Family Learning as an Adult Education Model - El Moro A

+ Oh, the Many New Places You Can Go with Google Workspace -
El Moro B (Computer Lab)

+ The Implementation of Educational Technology in the Florida
Department of Corrections - La Paloma A

+ Engaging with Ellii - La Paloma B

+ Substantially Improving English Pronunciation via Affixes,
Cognates, and Syllable Stress - The Courtyard Room

3:15 p.m. to 4:30 p.m.

+ Al in the Modern Adult Education Setting - Desoto

+ Opportunity Occupations Successful Careers Without the 4
Years - Cortez

» Family Literacy to Career Pathways - El Moro A

» Following the Invisible Thread: How Digital Portfolios Transform
Writer Identity - El Moro B (Computer Lab)

» Remote Instruction in Correctional Education - La Paloma A

+ Roundtable for Community-Based Literacy Directors -
La Paloma B

Friday, May 8, 2026
8:30 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.

+ Building Tomorrow’s Workforce: Strategies for Upskilling and
Reskilling - The Courtyard Room

+ Less is More: High Impact Microlessons for Today’s Learners -
El Moro A

» Enhancing Academic Success: Integrating Academic Vocabulary
Words in Instruction - La Paloma A

+ Health Literacy in Action: Practical Strategies for Adult Education
Programs - La Paloma B

+ Creating Al-Generated ESOL Activities That Increase
Communicative Competence - La Fontana

10:00 a.m. to 11:15 a.m.

Read to Succeed: Practical Reading Strategies for Classroom &
Career The Courtyard Room

» Tools for Donor Stewardship - EI Moro A

+ Caring Made Clear: Plain Language Strategies for Adult and
Family Literacy - El Moro B

+ Practical IET Lessons in Corrections - La Paloma A

+ Using Assessment to Drive Learner Progress - La Paloma B

+ TABE 13/14 and TABE CLAS-E: Strategies, Insights, and
Resources - La Fontana
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Schedule - Wednesday

CONFERENCE Adult Learner Reading

Corrections Technology

TRACKS English Literacy/ESOL Volunteers in Literacy
Family/2 Gen Literacy Workforce Education/College
Health Literacy* and Career Readiness
Learning Disabilities ABE, GED, and Adult High
Library Literacy School
Program Management + Financial Literacy*

* Special thanks to Florida Blue for sponsoring the Health Literacy Track.

Wednesday, May 6

Adult Learner Day

Welcome Adult Learners! Today is filled with Adult Learner friendly workshops, which are indicated by the open book
icon. Special thanks to FLC’s Adult Learner Committee for planning this event. For more information about Adult
Learner Day, stop by the registration table.

8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. - Registration Open - Los Reyes Foyer
8:30 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. - Exhibits Open - Los Reyes Foyer
8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. - Adult Learner Registration - Los Reyes Foyer

8:30 a.m. - 9:20 a.m. - Adult Learner Orientation - Desoto

Marty Finsterbush

This session will review the day’s events and orient students to the Conference. Come to learn, have fun, and make
new friends!

9:30 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. - Opening General Session - El Nuevo Ballroom (Serra and Coronado)

Opening Keynote Speaker - David Chalk

David has often been called an anomaly, not for what he achieved, but for where he began.

As a child, he was labeled unable to learn. Despite this, David founded and scaled multiple
companies, building ventures worth hundreds of millions and working with Fortune 500
organizations—while hiding one truth: he could not read. At sixty-two, David decided to face it.
His literacy journey was documented in The Truth About Reading, showing that reading failure
stems from flawed instruction, not intelligence. David is now the co-founder of Reading Road,
a personalized Al tutor designed to transform reading education. When people learn to read,
they regain belief in themselves. And that belief becomes a superpower.

11:15 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Concurrent Sessions

Financial Foundations: Budgeting, Credit, and Wealth Building for Adult Learners - Desoto

Glenn, Griggs, Glenn Griggs Financials LLC.

This session equips adult learners with practical financial skills to budget effectively, improve credit, and build long-term
wealth. Participants will engage in real-world scenarios, goal-setting activities, and actionable strategies aligned with
workforce readiness and financial independence, supporting measurable outcomes for literacy and life success.

Adult Learner, Financial Literacy

8
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Schedule - Wednesday

11:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. - Wednesday, May 6 - Continued

Small Wins: A Productivity Mindset for Today’s Students - Cortez

Martha Beltran, Adult Literacy League

Small Wins make studying smarter, not harder, a reality to redefining productivity. By mastering incremental progress,
learners gain the confidence to overcome daily obstacles and manage their schedules with a clear sense of purpose.
Adult Learner

Countdown to CASAS GOALS 2.0 - The Courtyard Room

Karen Welch, New Readers Press - Vendor Presentation

Student performance on assessments drives measurable skill gains. This session reviews CASAS GOALS 2.0 Reading
and Math, highlights tested skills, and pinpoints gaps affecting GED readiness. Participants will discover how Scoreboost
workbooks for GOALS 2.0 Reading and Math support targeted instruction and accelerated preparation success.

ABE, GED, and Adult High School

The Partnership Advantage: Expanding Possibilities in Adult Education - El Moro A

Jennifer Harrington, Pinellas County Schools & Anne Morgan, President Read Pinellas Inc.

Partnerships can enhance the effectiveness of adult education by leveraging the strengths and expanding resources for all
community stakeholders. Creating and maintaining these partnerships enrich the student experience and can contribute
to the success of your adult education program.

Program Management

Hack ESOL Teaching with Al - EL Moro B (Computer Lab)

Anna Gandrabura, English For IT™

Empower ESL instructors with practical Al tools and techniques to enhance lesson planning, student engagement, and
language learning outcomes —without needing a tech background.

English Literacy/ESOL

Future-Ready or Left Behind? Rethinking Education for the Workforce of Tomorrow - La Paloma A

Dr. Taj-Marie Hunter, Liberty University

This presentation examines the skills gap, arguing traditional education alone is insufficient for future employment.
Drawing on research, it explores emerging competencies—critical thinking, digital literacy, adaptability—and proposes
curriculum-industry alignment strategies enabling educators and employers to prepare students for evolving labor
markets (World Economic Forum, 2023).

Workforce Education/College and Career Readiness

A Week in the Class of a Pre-IET Business Teacher - La Paloma B

Pamela Jo Wilson, School District of Palm Beach County ACE

From concept to class, join this Intro IET instructor on an interactive journey through a typical week in her classroom.
Come and take at least one strategy you can implement right away to help your adult ESOL learner move closer to their
career goal.

English Literacy/ESOL

The Learner is the Point - La Fontana

Susan Bergstrom & David Ramirez, Literacy Council of Sarasota

Learn how to recognize and break down silos, rethink how programs operate, and communicate by seeing everything
through the learner’s experience. This session shows how challenging ourselves can lead to illuminating the path forward
and helps learners move with purpose toward their futures.

English Literacy/ESOL

Health Literacy Grantee Meeting - El Presidente
Greg Smith & Dana Williams, Florida Literacy Coalition. By invitation only

= Adult learner focused session



Schedule - Wednesday

Wednesday, May 6 - Continued

12:30 p.m. - Lunch - La Hacienda Restaurant
Lunch on your own. Complimentary box lunch provided.

Florida Literacy Coalition Annual Meeting (Optional) -
El Nuevo Ballroom (Serra and Coronado)
1:00 p.m. - 2:00 p.m.

Find out what’s new at the Florida Literacy Coalition (FLC). Your participation is welcome as we review and discuss
FLC programs and future directions. Be the first to get a copy of the newly released adult learner essay book,
Journeys in Learning. Several student authors will read their essays, which is always a highlight! So, grab your lunch
and join us. Attendees will be entered to win two free 2027 Florida Literacy Conference registrations.

2:15 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. Concurrent Sessions

Develop Learning Strategies to Achieve Academic Success - Desoto

Veronica Pavon-Baker, Literacy Collier

This session is for the adult learner. Explore how students can achieve higher academic achievement and discover a wider
array of lifetime opportunities. Research has demonstrated that students who engage in strategic learning and have strong
study skills perform at a higher academic level.

Adult Learner

Adult Learner Experience - Cortez

Marty Finsterbush

This session kicks off with a Q&A featuring keynote speaker David Chalk, followed by an interactive workshop where
students discuss and share their stories from life and adult education. Several authors from this year’s essay book,
Journeys in Learning, will also read their stories.

Adult Learner

Adult Literacy in Action: An Integration of Structured Program & Effective Teaching Practices - The Courtyard Room
Dr. Evangeline, Aguirre, School District of Palm Beach County (Retired)

This presentation addresses the growing need for effective literacy program and teaching practices that acknowledge
adults’ lived and cultural experiences and academic background. It offers adult education practitioners and teachers skills
and pathways to empower and engage adult learners to achieve personal and professional success. The session also
caters to elementary and high school students.

English Literacy/ESOL, GED, and Adult High School & English Literacy/ESO

Tools and Resources to Help Your Students Pass the GED® Math Test - EI Moro A

Diane, Vaccari, GED Testing Service - Vendor Presentation

Over 20,000 Florida GED® test takers have one subject left to earn their diploma. For over 17,000 of them, it is the math
test. Learn about all the tools and resources that GEDTS provides to educators and students to prepare for the math test.
GED, and Adult High School & English Literacy/ESOL

Al Lesson Revival: Using NotebookLM to Refresh, Reteach, and Reimagine Your Lessons - El Moro B (Computer Lab)
Talia Cotton, Tallahassee Community College

This session empowers educators to revive lessons using NotebookLM. Participants will explore how to refresh outdated
content, reteach key concepts, and reimagine instruction through Al-powered notebooks, multimodal learning artifacts, and
data-informed strategies that enhance accessibility, engagement, and instructional efficiency.

Technology
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Schedule - Wednesday

2:15 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. - Wednesday, May 6 - Continued

Integrating Literacy, Workforce, and Human Services Systems - La Paloma A

Dr. Darcell, Streeter, The Women’s Circle

Adult literacy programs increasingly intersect with workforce and human services systems. This session shares a
learning science-informed framework grounded in community-based practice, aligning ESOL and literacy instruction with
coordinated supports to strengthen persistence, improve employment transitions, and advance sustainable economic
mobility outcomes

English Literacy/ESOL, Workforce Education/College and Career Readiness

How to Fundraise Through Social Media Storytelling - La Paloma B

Peyton Whittington, Adult Literacy League

Do you want to use social media to fundraise for your program, but not sure where to start? Attend this workshop for a
practical, hands-on demonstration of how to make a solid case for support through video storytelling on social medial
Program Management

Fostering Health and Financial Literacy with Intermediate ESOL students - La Fontana

Lucas Katz, Miami Dade College

This session is dedicated to a discussion of how a supplemental health literacy curriculum and financial literacy
curriculum are infused into non-credit ESOL courses. The session will cover grant opportunities, resources, project-
based learning, and budget allocation, among other topics.

Financial Literacy, Health Literacy

3:30 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. - Extended Break with Exhibitors - Los Reyes Foyer

4:00 p.m. - 5:15 p.m. Concurrent Sessions

The Journey to Adult Literacy - Desoto

Barbara Horton & Joseph Cinney, Learn to Read of St. Johns County, Inc.

Unlocking the potential in the adult learner. Exploring relevant opportunities and overcoming the challenges on the
journey to adult literacy. Focusing on encouraging and building confidence, using positive reinforcement while respecting
their adult status and experience.

English Literacy/ESOL, ABE, GED, and Adult High School

Data-Driven Persistence: Bridging the Retention Gap in Adult Ed - Cortez

Anita Edwards & Elizabeth Lawrence, Literacy Alliance of Northeast Florida

Do your students disappear? Learn how to use your own student data to identify attrition patterns and measure student
engagement levels. Understanding which students are leaving- and at what point in their journey- allows for more
targeted interventions, ensuring every adult learner stays in the course.

ABE, GED, and Adult High School

What You Need to Know to Teach Civics - El Moro A

Chad Bryant, School District of Palm Beach County

Discover how to build an engaging citizenship program. This session covers curriculum selection, storytelling techniques
for U.S. history, and navigating the naturalization process. Learn to prepare students for USCIS interviews while
improving their English literacy skills.

Civics, English Literacy/ESOL

From Planning to Practice: Al Tools for Adult ESOL - EI Moro B (Computer Lab)

Eray Aktas & Mariella Porter, Daytona State College

This hands on workshop introduces adult GED/ESOL educators to free Al tools for curriculum, lesson planning,
differentiation, and listening activities. Participants will explore Curipod, Diffit, and Murf Al to create CASAS aligned,
employability-focused instruction across multiple NRS levels through guided practice and collaborative discussion.

English Literacy/ESOL, ABE, GED, and Adult High School, Technology
11



Schedule - Wednesday & Thursday

4:00 p.m. to 5:15 p.m. - Wednesday, May 6 - Continued

What’s the Big Deal about Little Habits? - La Paloma A

Monika Pompetzki & Doris Younce, Forest Hill Community High School, Adult & Community Ed Program
Join our session to explore select science-backed ‘micro habits’ that can rewire your brain for enhanced cognitive
function. Consider empowering your adult learners with these few simple practices to improve focus, learning, and
overall brain health. These micro habits are indeed a big deal.

English Literacy/ESOL

Adding Love to Your Lessons - La Paloma B

Dawn Frascella & Marianne Heard, Palm Beach County Library System Adult Literacy Project

Combat the statement “This curriculum is boring/too dry/not relevant” by introducing a valuable but underused resource,
supplemental materials. Get suggestions for finding the right materials, tips on how to pay for them and have fun
learning easy to share activities for tutor and student use.

ABE, GED, and Adult High School

Expanding Impact: An Introduction to FLC’s Health, Financial, and Family Literacy Grant Initiatives - La Fontana
Dana Williams, Greg Smith, Jannellie Rivera

This session provides an overview of the Florida Literacy Coalition’s three statewide grant initiatives in health literacy,
financial literacy, and family literacy. Participants will learn about each program’s focus, goals, and instructional
approaches, along with outcome data from previously funded projects. Attendees will also hear insights from successful
grantee partners and receive an introduction to the application process, timelines, and basic grant requirements.

Health Literacy, Financial Literacy, Family

5:15 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. - Time to Visit Exhibitors - Los Reyes Foyer
6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. - Opening Reception - Lakeview Lawn

Join us for an evening of music, food, and fun! Complimentary hors d’oeuvres and drinks will be served.
Music performed by The David Capp Project. Sponsored by Essential Education.

ﬂwrsday, May 7

8:00 a.m. - 5:30 p.m. - Registration Open - Los Reyes Foyer
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. - Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors - Los Reyes Foyer
8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. - Exhibits Open - Los Reyes Foyer

9:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. Concurrent Sessions

Florida Department of Education Update - El Nuevo Ballroom (Serra and Coronado)

Carol Bruner & Ashley Olevitch, Florida Department of Education

Join us for an update from the Florida Department of Education on core components of Adult Education! We will be
sharing information on assessments, curriculum frameworks, various professional learning opportunities, Integrated
Education & Training, GED and more!

ESOL & ABE, GED, and Adult High School

Beyond the Bookshelf: Reading and Rising Together - Cortez

Shaftina Snipes, Precipice Center for Teaching and Learning

This presentation explores strategies that can be utilized to foster multigenerational reading habits, strengthen family
engagement, and build sustainable literacy ecosystems that support lifelong learning.

Reading, Family/2 Gen Literacy
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Schedule - Thursday

9:00 a.m. - 10:15 a.m - Thursday, May 7 - Continued

Use of Inmate Education Workers (IEW) to Facilitate Small Group Instruction - El Moro A

Rex Phillips, Florida Department of Corrections

This session focuses on the use of small group learning in an adult education environment. Topics discussed include a
description of the correctional classroom, the need for small groups with adults, the use of IEWs, grouping for different
activities, and the challenges with small groups.

Corrections

A Face for Radio, a Voice for Print: Episode Il - El Moro B (Computer Lab)

Rob Wilkison & Andrea Selkirk, Florida State College at Jacksonville

This presentation covers producing videos to communicate with your adult learners, whether it’s for lessons or other
messages. We go over our process, including how it has evolved as we learned of new tools and features. Bring your
laptop and come learn with us.

Technology, GED, and Adult High School

Setting ESOL Students Up for Success through Virtual Support Systems - The Courtyard Room

Rona Barnett-Passard & Yves Saint-Hillien, Dept. of Adult and Community Education, Palm Beach School District
Explore a virtual platform of strategies for encouraging our students to stay the course, see the big picture; develop
concrete plans for achieving their goals, become aware of community services available and how to access them, and
entrusting them with co-responsibility for their learning and assessments.

English Literacy/ESOL, Technology

10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. Concurrent Sessions

Engaging Economics and Financial Literacy: Practical Activities for Educators - Desoto

Rholine Rose, Federal Reserve Bank FRB-Atlanta

This interactive workshop provides educators with practical strategies to teach financial literacy. Through hands-on
activities, participants learn to make budgeting, saving, and credit concepts engaging and accessible, empowering adult
learners to confidently apply financial skills in everyday life—building financial habits that last.

Financial Literacy

Library Literacy Programming in the Florida Department of Corrections - Cortez

Walker Hicken & Saritza, Legault, Florida Department of Corrections

This presentation will provide an overview of the Florida Department of Corrections’ efforts to deliver alternative literacy
programming in our general libraries, focusing on identification of students, methods of delivery, use of funding sources,
and the relationship between library literacy and adult education programs.

Library Literacy, Corrections

Teaching for Tomorrow: Future Ready Skills in the English Classroom - El Moro A

Cindy Le, National Geographic Learning - Vendor Presentation

Using examples from National Geographic Learning Adult English Language materials, we’ll explore what future-ready
skills are, why they matter in ESL contexts, and how to develop them in your classrooms to shape learners who are
prepared for the global workplace and beyond.

English Literacy/ESOL & Workforce Education/College and Career Readiness

You’re Not Teaching Alone: How IPDAE Supports Adult Literacy Classrooms Across Florida -

El Moro B (Computer Lab)

Tammy Serrano & Brenda Diaz, IPDAE

Adult literacy instruction is complex, but educators are not alone. This session highlights how IPDAE supports teachers,
administrators, and volunteers through the Teaching Adult Literacy Skills online course and free resources, trainings, and
classroom tools that strengthen reading, language, and comprehension for adult learners statewide.

Program Management, Volunteers in Literacy
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Schedule - Thursday

10:30 a.m. - 11:45 a.m - Thursday, May 7 - Continued

Implementation Framework: Driving Student Success and SOR Investment Returns - La Paloma A

Jennifer D’Aoust, Wilson Language Training

Drawing on 40 years of experience and the Active Implementation Formula, we show how outcomes depend on three
elements: effective practices, implementation, and enabling context. Learn a clear roadmap, practical tools, and proven
strategies to scale structured literacy, ensure fidelity, and achieve lasting reading success.

English Literacy/ESOL & Reading

GED® Testing Program Update - La Paloma B

Diane Vaccari, GED Testing Service - Vendor Presentation

Session will include an overview of the GED® testing program and highlight new resources for adult educators and
students. Here are just a few of the new free resources that will be showcased: official GED® mobile app, GED
TestPrepped™ coaching program, and learning preferences assessment.

ABE, GED, and Adult High School

The Road Ahead: How Al is Reshaping Adult Education and Literacy - La Fontana

David Chalk, Reading Road, Anna Gandrabura, English for IT, and Talia Cotton, Tallahassee State College

This session introduces Reading Road, a state-of-the-art Al reading tutor that adapts to learner needs through personalized
instruction and real-time feedback. Co-founder David Chalk joins a panel of experts to explore how Al-powered emerging
technologies can help educators save time and strengthen instruction in literacy, numeracy, and English language learning.
Panelists will discuss key trends, challenges, and opportunities for integrating Al into adult education.

Technology, ESOL/English Literacy, ABE, GED, and Adult High School

11:45 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. - Lunch on Your Own/Time to Visit Exhibitors - Los Reyes Foyer

1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m. Concurrent Sessions

Putting It All Together: Aligning Learning, Curriculum Frameworks, and Assessment - Desoto

Olivia Whiteside, Hillsborough County Public Schools Adult and Community Education

Let’s take a look at the Adult ESOL FDOE Curriculum Frameworks, assessment resources, and your teaching materials.
We’ll identify, extend, and focus learning activities to address the content, competencies, and task areas that have helped
our Hillsborough County students make targeted, measurable progress.

English Literacy/ESOL & Reading, Program Management

Turning Vulnerability into our Greatest Tool in the Learning Process - Cortez

Martha Beltran, Adult Literacy League

Feeling afraid of speaking a new language is natural, but paralyzing you is not. The key is not to be “strong“; validating
vulnerability —especially in the Al era—allows you to keep your authentic voice and use it to move forward with purpose.
Technology

Family Learning as an Adult Education Model - El Moro A

Marcus Haile, Literacy Alliance of Northeast Florida

By offering learning opportunities for the entire family, a family learning program model reinforces adult learning and
fosters a culture of learning within the home. Learn how family learning creates a more accessible pathway for adults to
achieve their educational goals.

GED, and Adult High School & English Literacy, Family/2 Gen Literacy

Oh, The Many New Places You Can Go with Google Workspace - EI Moro B (Computer Lab)

Pamela Jo Wilson, SDPBC Adult & Community Education

Come climb Bloom’s Taxonomy while experiencing just a few of the new features in Google Workspace. This hands on
session will require you to sign into your Google account, so set one up and be ready to go before you arrive. It’s free!
Program Management & Technology
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Schedule - Thursday

1:30 p.m. - 2:45 p.m - Thursday, May 7 - Continued

The Implementation of Educational Technology in the Florida Department of Corrections - La Paloma A

Melvin Herring & Kevin Harrell, Florida Department of Corrections

The presentation outlines the Florida Department of Corrections’ progress in implementing technology into its
educational programs. It revisits the purpose and benefits of enhancing correctional educational programs with
technology, and reviews how the FDC addressed implementation challenges. Current Department Educational Staff
will gain an understanding of the overall vision and become more familiar with the available technical support tools.
Participants from other agencies will benefit from learning about introducing new technology into a previously low-tech
environment.

Corrections, Technology

Engaging with Ellii - La Paloma B

Lyndsay Amiro, Orange County Library System

This presentation highlights the benefits of using Ellii for English Language Learners and covers the features and how
they can be incorporated inside and outside of the classroom.

English Literacy/ESOL, Technology, Program Management

Substantially Improving English Pronunciation via Affixes, Cognates, and Syllable Stress - The Courtyard Room
Mary Quijano, The Friends of the Library

Helping our English Learners determine how to pronounce words like phoTOGraphy vs. PHOto and imPORtant instead
of its Spanish cognate, imporTANte, improves their English with clarity when speaking. We can further enhance their
spoken English to avoid confusion by comparing minimal pairs and discussing heteronyms.

English Literacy/ESOL

2:45 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. - Extended Break With Exhibitors - Los Reyes Foyer
Silent Auction Closes at 3pm!

3:15 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. Concurrent Sessions

Al in the Modern Adult Education Setting - Desoto

Lorri Benjamin & Sebastian Piccione, Brevard Adult and Community Education

This session will show how Al can be used in todays Adult Educational settings. Al is the fastest growing technology in
the world and is shaping and changing the world faster than we ever imagined. Don’t be left behind!

Technology

Opportunity Occupations Successful Careers Without the 4 Years - Cortez

Rholine Rose, Love, Federal Reserve Bank-Atlanta

This session will explore Opportunity Occupations —high-demand, well-paying careers that do not require a four-year
degree. Participants will learn how to leverage data-driven tools to guide students toward successful career paths and
understand the evolving landscape of workforce opportunities.

Workforce Education/College and Career Readiness

Family Literacy to Career Pathways - El Moro A

Susan Bergstrom & David Ramirez, Literacy Council of Sarasota

We ignite family success and learners’ futures. Family Literacy pairs parent English classes with books, crafts, and
educational family events. Career Pathways Future You goes beyond literacy to help adult learners sharpen English while
pursuing education, credentials, and better careers. The question is, how to connect the dots between the two? Join us
to learn more.

Workforce Education/College and Career Readiness, Family/2 Gen Literacy
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Schedule - Thursday & Friday

3:15 p.m. - 4:30 p.m - Thursday, May 7 - Continued

Following the Invisible Thread: How Digital Portfolios Transform Writer Identity - El Moro B (Computer Lab)
Rachel Wood, Murray State University /South Florida State College

This session demonstrates how digital portfolios reveal growth hidden by traditional grading in developmental writing.
Through student feedback and classroom evidence, participants will see how process-centered assessment strengthens
confidence, supports multilingual learners, and provides a more equitable, meaningful picture of learning.

ABE, GED, and Adult High School & English Literacy/ESOL

Remote Instruction in Correctional Education - La Paloma A

Jennifer Goodlet, Florida Department of Corrections

This session explores a structured, data-driven remote instruction model for GED programs in correctional facilities.
Participants analyze CASAS data, identify priority skill gaps, select targeted instructional tools, and use individualized
learning plans to improve engagement and instructional outcomes.

Corrections, ABE, GED, and Adult High School

Roundtable for Community-Based Literacy Directors - La Paloma B

Greg Smith, Florida Literacy Coalition

Community and volunteer-based literacy programs experience unique challenges and opportunities. Join directors and
program managers from around the state for a roundtable discussion on trends, promising practices, and strategies for
effectively managing adult education and literacy programs.

Program Management, Volunteers in Literacy

Friday, May 8

8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m. - Registration Open - Los Reyes Foyer
8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. - Continental Breakfast - Los Reyes Foyer

8:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. Concurrent Sessions

Building Tomorrow’s Workforce: Strategies for Upskilling and Reskilling - The Courtyard Room

Rholine Rose, FRB-Atlanta

This presentation highlights how Federal Reserve and government programs support workforce upskilling and reskilling,
emphasizing Artificial Intelligence and opportunity occupations. Participants will explore workforce trends, discover
practical strategies, and learn about initiatives that strengthen employability, economic mobility, and adaptability in
today’s rapidly changing job market.

Workforce Education/College and Career Readiness

Less is More: High Impact Microlessons for Today’s Learners - El Moro A

Alyssa Stagaard, Daytona State College

An interactive workshop showcasing memorable microlessons that connect ABE/GED student experiences to reading
and grammar literacy skills. Participants explore a fresh approach to instruction and leave with classroom-ready tools
that support differentiation, promote active learning, increase confidence, reduce anxiety, strengthen comprehension,
and build transferable skills.

ABE, GED, and Adult High School

Enhancing Academic Success: Integrating Academic Vocabulary Words in Instruction - La Paloma A

Christine Briggs, Collier County Adult Workforce Education

Unlock the power of the Academic Word List by embedding it into daily instruction. Learn how Al tools can generate
contextualized activities, scaffold complex tasks, and personalize vocabulary practices to streamline teaching and boost
academic growth.

English Literacy/ESOL, Technology
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Schedule - Friday

8:30 a.m. - 9:45 a.m - Friday, May 8 - Continued

Health Literacy in Action: Practical Strategies for Adult Education Programs - La Paloma B

Jessica Daly, R.A. Williams Library of AdventHealth University

Health topics frequently appear in adult literacy and ESOL instruction, yet they can be challenging for learners to
navigate. This session offers practical, classroom-ready strategies for integrating health literacy into adult education
without adding extra curriculum or workload.

Health Literacy

Creating Al-Generated ESOL Activities That Increase Communicative Competence - La Fontana

Victoria Weinblatt, Florida Department of Corrections

ESOL educators learn to use Al tools to generate engaging, standards-based activities for beginner and low-intermediate
adult learners. These activities and a classroom culture encouraging psychological safety promote the input and output
production necessary for increasing communicative competence, academic skills gains, and workplace readiness.
English Literacy/ESOL, Technology

10:00 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. Concurrent Sessions

Read to Succeed: Practical Reading Strategies for Classroom & Career - The Courtyard Room

Chris Miller, Aztec - Vendor Presentation

Most adult educators were never taught how to teach reading, yet today’s learners need it for work, training, and
the HSE. This interactive session shares simple strategies for teaching real-world texts and embedding reading into
workforce lessons, so learners move from learning to read perform.

Technology

Tools For Donor Stewardship - El Moro A

Peyton Whittington, Adult Literacy League

Tips, ideas and resources for stewarding and upgrading the donors who support your small literacy organization. It’s
easier and less costly than you might think!

Program Management

Caring Made Clear: Plain Language Strategies for Adult and Family Literacy - El Moro B

Jessica Daly, R.A. Williams Library of AdventHealth University

Adult learners succeed when information is clear, respectful, and relevant. This interactive session introduces plain
language strategies that help instructors and volunteers improve comprehension, build learner confidence, and reduce
confusion in adult basic education, ESOL, and family literacy settings.

ABE, GED, and Adult High School & English Literacy/ESOL

Practical IET Lessons in Corrections - La Paloma A

Rachel Walker, Florida Department of Corrections

Integrated Education and Training (IET) lessons in corrections combine literacy, workforce preparation, and workforce
training skills. They focus on practical, real-world applications to prepare inmates for reentry into society and
employment.

Workforce Education/College and Career Readiness

Using Assessment to Drive Learner Progress - La Paloma B

Veronica Pavon-Baker, CASAS

Assessment is more than compliance—it’s a tool for understanding learners and accelerating progress. Designed for
seasoned and new teachers, this session demonstrates how CASAS assessments support instructional planning, learner
persistence, and measurable skill gains through standards-aligned data.

Program Management
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Schedule - Friday

10:00 a.m. - 11:15 a.m - Friday, May 8 - Continued

TABE 13/14 and TABE CLAS-E: Strategies, Insights, and Resources - La Fontana

Christine Kirk & Mike Johnson, DRC

Explore TABE 13/14 and TABE CLAS-E updates, including assessment design, key decision points, and data-driven
strategies. Learn how to analyze results, use available tools, and support Reading, Math, and ESL learners with practical,
actionable instructional insights. New Instructional Strategies resources will be shared.

Technology, English Literacy/ESOL

Closing General Session & Florida Literacy Awards Luncheon
El Nuevo Ballroom (Serra and Coronado)
11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.

Keynote Speaker - Talia R. Cotton

Talia R. Cotton turned a high school setback into a lifelong commitment to learning. After
earning her GED through Leon County Schools adult education, she went on to complete
her Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees from Florida A&M University and, in 2026, her

Doctorate in Instructional Systems & Learning Technologies from Florida State University.

As an experienced high school and adult educator, Talia will share her journey from GED to

EdD, challenging audiences to rethink what success looks like and to recognize that, with
the right support, effort, and belief, any adult learner can transform their future.

2026 Florida Literacy Award Winners

Excellence in Education
Grace Place for Children and Families

Flight for Freedom
Niurka Perez

Mary J. Brogan Leadership
Katherine Moser Kelly

Outstanding Community Partner
Southwest Airlines

Outstanding Literacy Volunteer
Barbara Horton

This is a ticketed event. A limited number of additional tickets are available for purchase at the registration desk.
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Conference Exhibitors

We invite you to visit our Conference Exhibitors located in the Los Reyes Foyer.

American College of Education

American College of Education (ACE) is an accredited,
online college with programs in education, business,
leadership, healthcare and nursing. Headquartered in
Indianapolis, ACE offers over 60 doctoral, specialist,
masteris and bacheloris degree programs for adult
students, along with graduate-level certificate programs.
Additionally, ACE is a Certified B Corporation.

Aztec Software

Aztec is the largest and leading provider of learning
solutions designed specifically for adult learners. With a
mission to break down barriers to education and empower
individuals to achieve their academic and workforce goals,
Aztec delivers robust, standards-aligned content across
foundational skills, high school equivalency, workforce
preparation, and college and career readiness including
CTE and IET models.

Cambridge

We are part of the University of Cambridge, with a wealth
of expertise in English language learning, curriculum,
assessment, and teacher training. Working in partnership
with you, we provide a coherent, evidence-based
approach, end-to-end support, solutions, and advice for
achieving greater educational outcomes.

CASAS

Comprehensive Adult Student Assessment Systems
(CASAS) is a nonprofit organization that strengthens
adult education and workforce programs with
competency-based assessments and accountability
tools. CASAS helps educators see where learners are
now, identify the next skills to build, and chart a clear
path forwarddsupporting strong placement, measurable
progress, and outcomes that open doors to credentials,
careers, and lifelong learning.

Essential Education

Since 2002, weive empowered over 4.5 million adults
to achieve their life goals through award-winning online
learning systems and print materials. Our programs are
thoughtfully designed to assist educators in achieving
their desired success, offering a guided pathway for
each student that seamlessly supports both traditional
classrooms and virtual learning environments.
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Florida Literacy Coalition

Established in 1985, The Florida Literacy Coalition (FLC)
promotes, supports and advocates the effective delivery
of quality adult and family literacy services in Florida.

GED Testing Service

GEDTS has helped over 20 million students achieve high
school equivalency and pursue a brighter future through a
program that develops skills that lead to success in higher
education and career growth. We strive to empower
students to improve their lives through education.

Grand Canyon University

Grand Canyon University is a private Christian university
offering an affordable and transformative higher
education. Find your purpose at gcu.edu.

Imagine Learning

Imagine Learning creates K-12 learning solutions that
support the boundless potential of students in more
than half the districts nationwide. Empowered with data
and insights from educators, we innovate to shape the
future of education with a robust, digital-first portfolio
of school services and core, courseware, supplemental
and intervention solutions. Imagine Learning. Empower
potential.

National Geographic Learning

At National Geographic Learning, we believe education

is one of the great transformative forces of this century.
Our mission is to bring the world to the classroom and the
classroom to life, and for students and their teachers to
experience the excitement and joy of learning through our
materials.

ProLiteracy New Readers Press

New Readers Press is the publishing division of
ProLiteracy, the world’s largest member organization of
adult literacy programs. For over 50 years, we have been
providing educators with instructional tools to help adult
learners build the skills needed to succeed in the world
today. Proceeds from our product sales support the
mission of ProLiteracy, to change lives and communities
through the power of adult literacy.



Really Great Reading

At Really Great Reading, we ignite literacy success
through the Science of Reading. Our proven, research-
backed solutions cover the full spectrum of foundational
reading skills6from oral language and vocabulary to
phonics and fluency. Our programs spark student growth,
build confident readers, and empower educators to make
a lasting impact.

For over 20 years, we’ve revolutionized foundational
literacy by equipping teachers with easy-to-implement
tools that deliver measurable outcomes. Designed for
real classrooms, our solutions blend teacher-centered
instruction with tech-powered tools to deliver equity-
driven academic success.

With a track record of success in districts across all

50 states, weire here to help schools create systemic
change and ensure no student is left behind. Connect
with us to learn how we can partner with your district to
eradicate illiteracy and ignite the power of literacy in your
classrooms!

Townsend Press

Townsend Press is an independent publisher of
acclaimed English/Language Arts materials for students
in elementary school through college. Our singular focus
is summed up in our motto: “Helping you help students
learn.”

Conference Exhibitors

We invite you to visit our Conference Exhibitors located in the Los Reyes Foyer.

Wilson Language Training

Wilson Language Training delivers foundational Structured
Literacy programs to K-12 classrooms and beyond,

with Fundations for grades K-5 (Tier 1-2), Just Words

for grades 4-12 (Tier 2), and the Wilson Reading System
(WRS) for grades 2-12 (Tier 3). We support ongoing
professional learning, ensuring educators have the tools
for student success.

STAY CONNECTED WITH FLC ON SOCIAL MEDIA!

www.facebook.com/
FloridaLiteracyCoalition

www.twitter.com
[FloridaLiteracy

www.instagram.com
[floridaliteracy

www.youtube.com
[fliteracy
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Hotel Map

El Nuevo Mundo Ballroom (Consists of Serra,
Coronado, Cortes and DeSoto rooms)

Directions to El Presidente Room:

From the front desk, go through the doors
toward San Miguel, then continue through San
Diego. Take the elevator in San Diego to the 4th
floor, turn right, and El President is at the end of
the hall.

LAKEVIEW LAWN

CONFERENCE EXHIBITORS - LOCATED IN LOS REYES FOYER

American College of Education Grand Canyon University

Aztec Software Imagine Learning

Cambridge National Geographic Learning
CASAS ProLiteracy New Readers Press
Essential Education Really Great Reading

Florida Literacy Coalition Townsend Press

GED Testing Service Wilson Language Training





